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On March 10, Rep. Larry Smith (D-Fla.) introduced a resolution in the House calling for a cutoff of
foreign aid and trade benefits for Mexico, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay and the Bahamas, due to their
lack of cooperation with Washington in its anti-drug trafficking crusade. Smith, head of the Foreign
Affairs Committee task force on international narcotics control, said that President Reagan's recent
decision to certify the five countries as fully cooperative was erroneous. Smith told reporters that
some of these countries had actively frustrated US efforts to reduce drug production and shipments
to the US. It is time, he asserted, that the president firmly stands against such behavior. Smith,
Benjamin Gilman (R-NY) and Dante Fascell (D-Fla.), president of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
said that the proposed resolution was not necessarily to terminate aid to the five countries but rather
to call public attention to the certification process, and thus to determine if it can be improved. The
certification procedure is mandated by legislation approved in 1986. The president must annually
certify by March 1 that principal drug producer and shipping countries have fully collaborated
with the US to curb the drug trade. If a given country is not certified, it would face the loss of US
military and economic aid, as well as US support for loan requests submitted to the Inter-American
Development Bank. "Decertified" countries are also subject to a broad range of additional sanctions
at the discretion of the president. These include a 50% import tariff hike, abrogation of airline
agreements, loss of sugar import quota to the US market, and cancellation of preferential trade
treatment. Smith said that certification status in the case of Mexico should be reconsidered, and
certain sanctions applied, since Mexico remains the principal source of heroin and marijuana sold
in the US. He added that a third of the cocaine entering the US is routed through Mexico. According
to Smith, opium production in Mexico has increased since 1984, and Mexico provides refuge to
hundreds of drug traffickers. The congressperson also criticized the lack of enthusiasm exhibited by
the governments of Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay and the Bahamas. The Bahamas, he said, serve as the
principal transport point for half the cocaine and marijuana entering the US. On March 1, Reagan
formally announced decertification status for Panama, Afghanistan, Syria and Iran. (Basic data from
AP, 03/10/88)
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